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Pastor’s Prayers  

October is a busy month!  Our Stewardship campaign is underway, and people are 
considering what they can pledge to the church (Pledge Dedication is Sunday, November 3).   
We will celebrate World Communion on Sunday, October 6.  Then, we have our fall Congre-
gational Meeting to elect officers after worship on October 13.  Also at that meeting, Session 
will provide an update about the process and goals for seeking a new pastor.   

October also includes two important opportunities for extra giving.  On Oct. 6, we re-
ceive our denomination’s Peace and Global Witness Offering.  This supports peacemaking 
and reconciliation ministrations in our congregation and around the world.  Of the funds 
raised, 25% goes to local efforts, such as our work with the Fairborn Primary School.   

In addition, the CROP Walk is taking place on Oct. 13.  Funds raised for the CROP Walk 
help combat hunger and make sure everyone has clean drinking water.  Church World Ser-
vice (CWS) administers the CROP Walk.  (They also provided tornado relief assistance to the 
Dayton area.) 

I encourage you to take seriously these opportunities to give.  The financial stability of 
this congregation depends in part on your regular support – though we must not forget that 
the church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord!  And giving to help people outside our 
congregation deepens our connection with our world.  As poet John Donne wrote, “No man 
is an island.” 

All that we have is from God – to use, to share, to return.  May you be blessed with a 
heart to give generously in all opportunities. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Karen  

 

** Dear God, we thank you for all that you give to us.  May we learn to be like you in this and 
in every way.  Amen. 
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A NOTE FROM ECCLESIAL – OUR RESIDENT CHURCH MOUSE 
Happy Autumn!  There was quite a bit of activity since last month which has kept us hopping! 
 
The ladies of the church held a blanket-making party in the Fellowship Hall in mid-
September.  The fleece blankets made were so pretty, and I know the children who receive 
them will enjoy their warmth this coming winter.  My family was happy to sneak around and 
pick up some of the scraps, and we will be lining our beds with them also.  The lunch they 
served was also very good – but we all know Presbyterians are great cooks!  They had so 
much fun, I understand they are doing it again in late October.  They say they don’t want any 
child to feel cold through the winter. 
 
We also welcomed a new member – Roland Sommer!  He has been a regular attendee since 
he married into the Oliver family, and we are glad he made the decision to become a part of 
the bigger church family.  Congratulations Roland!  We also welcomed back former members, 
Chris and Pam Lundell.  We are so happy to have them, along with Alex and Ethan, worship-
ping with us again. 
 
Goodbyes are always hard to say, but the congregation did it in style for Tom and Pat Kelsey 
on Sept. 15th.  The Kelseys are moving to Tampa to be closer to family.  We are certainly go-
ing to miss them, but hopefully they will come visit us occasionally – and I’m sure some of us 
will be fortunate enough to visit with them at their new home. 
 
Thursday afternoons are once again alive with the Christian Education Class.  This season 
promises to be an informative and interesting program.  Personally, I don’t understand a lot 
of what they are saying, but maybe if I left the snack table in the back and paid more atten-
tion to the lesson, I could get more from it.  Maybe that will be my New Year’s resolution for 
2020. 
 
My family and I hope you enjoy the fall season – smell the freshly fallen leaves, en-
joy the bonfires, and glory in the beauty of God’s world at this colorful time of year.  
Every day is a gift from God, and we should be thankful for each and every one!  

Pastor Search Update 
The MIF (Ministry Information Form) is complete.  The committee of Troy Oliver, Art Myers, 
Elaine Brown and Linda Niece worked on the form, it was approved at the September Session 
meeting, and it has been sent to our Executive Presbyter, Terry Kukuk.  The MIF is several pag-
es of information about our church and what we desire in a pastor. 
 
Within the MIF we have communicated that we believe the connection between our pastor 
and our congregation is the most important criteria, and we will embrace a full time or part 
time relationship.  We are also open to interim, designated term, temporary, yoked, bi-
vocational or other arrangements that can support our vision. 
 
 We also expressed our hope that our new pastor will share our passion for mission, provide 
inspiration for new ways to welcome people through our doors, and share in the love and care 
we provide for one another.  
  
Now that the Ministry Information Form is approved and submitted, Terry Kukuk will start cir-
culating this information among her colleagues and provide us with appropriate candidates.  
The search is underway!  “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the 
door will be opened to you.” – Matthew 7:7.  
    
Please feel free to reach out to me if you would like to discuss or would like to see the com-
plete MIF form as submitted. 
Troy Oliver  
Personnel Committee 
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                  Session Recap 

                  September 18 2019 
 
 

Karen led our opening devotions with a 
reading from Lamentations 3:22-23. Con-
tinuing the study of this year's Presbytery 
focus on Foundations of Presbyterian Polity, 
the September Book of Order sections 
were F-1.0303, The Notes of the Reformed 
Church, and F-1.0304, The Great Ends of 
the Church. 
Prayers for Joys and Concerns were shared 
followed with a unison prayer to begin our 
meeting. 
The Clerk reported a quorum was present. 
The roll of total members is 113. 
The 2019 Financial Report prepared by Car-
olyn McMillan was distributed prior to the 
meeting. Total income for August 2019 was 
$ 11,754.20; total expenses $17,913.19; 
net - $6,158.99. 
2020 Budget: Due to our current transition 
status, the treasurer recommended that 
we use the same budget from 2019 with 
the exception of personnel costs and mis-
sion expenses. Personnel and CLS mission 
committees should prepare budget figures 
for submission to treasurer.  
Visioning for Future: 
The pastor search committee provided a 
status update. Session reviewed the docu-
ment of church information, making sever-
al suggested changes. The committee also 
prepared a preliminary salary package. 
After final corrections to these documents, 
they will be submitted to Terry Kukuk, Exec-
utive Presbyter, who will begin to look for 
potential candidates. Candidate names will 
be forwarded to the search committee for 
review.  

Session approved: 
Approved the August 14, 2019 meeting 

minutes with two minor corrections. 
Approved budget recommendation from 

the treasurer. 
Approved submitting the church infor-

mation form to the Executive Presbyter 
after the amended changes are made.  

Approved the addition of another individual 
to the search subcommittee to assist in 
evaluating candidates.   

Approved calling a Special Session meeting 
on Sunday, September 29, prior to wor-
ship. The purpose of this meeting is to 
act on the membership request of       
Roland Sommer.   

Approved Wednesday, October 16, 2019, as 
our next regular meeting date.  

 
Committee Reports: 

Nominations: The slate of officers for deacons, 
elders, and three members to serve on the 
2020 nomination committee has been filled. 
This slate will be presented at the Congrega-
tional meeting on October 13, 2019.   
CLS: No meeting.   

Operations: No meeting. Property reported 
that an AC unit is out in the bell choir practice 
room. Due to the time of year, the committee 
is undecided on repairing now or waiting until 
spring.   
Personnel: Meeting is scheduled for Friday, 
September 20, to discuss salaries for 2020, to 
review the status of the church secretary, and 
to receive an update on the pastoral search 
process.     
Stewardship: Appeal letters and pledge cards 
were mailed. Pledge dedication Sunday is 
scheduled for November 3.  
Session reviewed the October calendar adding 
the officer training on October 26 from 9:00 to 
noon.  

CLERK’S  CORNER 
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Serving lunch at the Fairborn Senior 

Center Sept. 25, 2019 
Colleen, Maryann, Julie, Cindy, Judy, 

Diane, and Pastor Karen 
 

Godspeed Tom and Pat 
We will miss you! 

Best Wishes in your new home. 
 

2020 STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN CONTINUES THROUGH 
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, AND DECEMBER 

 
Dear Church Members and Friends, 
As you probably are aware, the 2020 Stewardship Appeal 
began on September 15.  We will dedicate our pledges 
for 2020 at the November 3rd worship service.  Of 
course, we will be happy to receive pledges through  De-
cember 31.  However, it will help the Session plan the 
budget if pledges are received sooner. 
In case you have misplaced you FPC 2020 Pledge Card, 
there are extra cards in the Lounge or you can call the 
church office at 878-3954 and we will mail another card 
to you.  After signing the card, please mail it to the 
church or place it in the Sunday offering plate. 
Thank you for the support you give to our church and for 
all the things we work so hard to accomplish.  We are tru-
ly a small, friendly, healthy, vibrant church fulfilling 
God’s calling. 

Yours In Christ, 
The 2020 Session 

The Fairborn Skyhawk Chess Club thanks you for your generous donation.  
Your donation helps to cover expenses incurred by the Chess Club members, 
such as Chess Federation membership fees, instructor fees, and tournament 
expenses.  Again, thank you for supporting the Fairborn Skyhawk Chess Club! 
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ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION NEWS 

Peter Bletzinger and his family celebrate his 90th birthday. 

Happy Birthday Peter! 
 

Sunday Mornings:  We are currently studying Exodus.  We look at a variety of translations 
each week, and discuss the relevance of the scriptures for our lives today.  All are welcome! 
(This class gathers at 8:45 a.m. in the Boardroom.) 

Thursday afternoons:   The 1:00 p.m. Thursday class is studying the DVD series, Jesus and His 
Jewish Influences, created by renowned archaeologist and biblical scholar Dr. Jodi Magness of 
The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.  All are welcome for food, film, and fellow-
ship!  Please see Shirley or Denise if you have questions.  Here is a list of the next few classes: 

 

Date Topic Leader 

Oct. 3 The Destruction of Solomon’s Temple Shirley Schlafman 

Oct. 10 The Jewish and Samaritan Schism Denise Lo Cicéro 

Oct. 17 The Jewish Diaspora and the Golden Rule Shirley Schlafman 

Oct. 24 Alexander the Great’s Impact on the Jews Denise Lo Cicéro 

Oct. 31 Jews and Greek Rule:  The Heliodorus Affair Denise Lo Cicéro 

Nov. 7 Desolating Sacrilege and the Maccabean Revolt Shirley Schlafman 

Dear Church Family, 
Thank you for the lovely flowers I received to celebrate my birthday.  There were a bright 
spot on our table.  Thank you also for the flowers I received while I was at Dayspring.  They 
got lots of compliments from the staff. 
Yours in Christ, 
Woody Ensor 
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Thank you to everyone who helped make our Blanket Party on Sept. 17th such a success.  We 
made 12 blankets for the Transitional Living Program with Fairborn Schools.  We have two  
sizes—one for younger children and a longer blanket for older students.  This year we added 
a label on each blanket saying “Made just for YOU by 1st Presbyterian Church Fairborn”. 
 
A special thank you goes out to Cindy Bowen who provided delicious chicken salad sandwich-
es for our lunch.  More special thanks go out to Maryann Schneider and Carol Hazlett (friend 
of Kathleen Seewer) who donated some of the fleece that we used for the blankets. 
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Happy Birthday! 

 Oct 6 Jim McMillan 

7 Frank Eastep 
Kathleen Seewer 

12 Nancy Smith 

15 Michael Seewer 

16 Pat Kelsey 

18 Scott King  

19 Joyce Leister 

20 Dixie Jenkins 

23 Judy Myers 

29 Mary Ellen Hill 
Larry Hollar 

30 Jane Bigelow 
Vesta Warthman 

31 Julie Brown 

Nov 4 Lloyd Gehring 
Lowell Rust 

5 Joyce Hazlett 

Members of First Presbyterian Church, 

Matt and I would like to thank those who kept 
Jane and I in their thoughts and prayers during her 
illness and passing.  We are blessed to have such 
support. 

Sincerely, 

Bill Arnold 

Dear First Presbyterian  Church, 

Enclosed please find our rent money order for the 
period of May thorough August 2019 contributed 
by the Greene Hall Wednesday Night Pass-It-On 
Group. 

This past week we buried one of the co-founders 
of our meeting there at your church, Al. He, in 
fact, is the one who spoke with you initially when 
we were searching for a place to have this 
meeting.  Al was only 64, and had many medical 
issues which eventually led to his death, but he 
remained clean and sober for more than 18 years.  
When he got too sick to attend the meeting he 
called on his cell phone and we put him on speak-
er phone so that he could participate.  That’s the 
kind of “stuff” that keeps us going and that’s also 
why we are so grateful to have your classroom to 
use.  There’s lots of God’s spirit in your church 
basement. 

Thanks you again for your kindness. 

Sincerely, 

The Greene Hall Pass-It-On AA Group 

SAVE THE DATE: 
Monday, Oct 28, 10:00 am 

We will make the rest of the fleece blan-

kets for the Transitional Living Program.  

No skills required other than being able 

to tie a knot!  Please bring a friend and a 

pair of scissors if you can.  We will have a 

pizza lunch to add fun to our 

day.  A signup board will be 

available outside the lounge 

soon.  Help make a difference 

in the life of a child! 

Welcome Fall 
Thank you Linda Hartsock and Diane Sondergelt 

for decorating the entry way. 
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October 2019 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
1:00 –Hope 

Circle -Lounge 
 

6:30—Bell Re-
hearsal—
Music Rm 

3 
1:00—Bible 

Study -Lounge 

4 5 

6 
World Com-

munion 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

10:15—
Worship 

7 8 9 
6:30—Bell Re-

hearsal 

10 
1:00—Bible 

Study -Lounge 
 

2:15—CLS -
Board Room 

11 12 

13 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

10:15—
Worship-

Cong. Mtg. 
2:00-Crop Walk 

14 
1:00—Cook at 

St. Vincent 
 

6:00 - Serve at 
St. Vincent 

15 16 
10:00 –

Session-Board 
Room 

 
6:30—Bell  
Rehearsal 

17 
1:00—Bible 

Study -Lounge 

18 19 

20 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

 
10:15—
Worship 

21 22 23 
10:00—Cook 

at Sr. Ctr. 
11:30—Serve 

at Sr. Ctr. 
6:30—Bell Re-

hearsal 

24 
1:00—Bible 

Study -Lounge 

25 26 
9:00—Noon 
Officer Train-
ing -Lounge 

27 
8:45—Adult 
Bible Study 

 
10:15—
Worship 

28 
10:00—

Blanket Par-
ty—

Fellowship 
Hall 

29 30 
10:00—Cook 

at Sr. Ctr. 
11:30—Serve 

at Sr. Ctr. 
6:30—Bell Re-

hearsal 

31 
1:00—Bible 

Study -Lounge 
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Lifeline—the monthly newsletter  of the   

First Presbyterian Church of  Fairborn, Ohio 

1130 Highview Dr,  Fairborn, OH  45324 

937-878-3954 

“The Friendliest Church in Town” 

Sunday Adult Bible Study:  8:45 a.m.    Sunday Worship:  10:15 a.m. 

Pastor:  Reverend Karen Cassedy 

Education and Mission Coordinator  and  Director of Music:  Denise Lo Cicéro 

Financial Secretary:  Carolyn McMillan 

Director of Chancel Ringers:  Rena Leatherman 

Organist:  Jeff Firestone 

Office Hours: Tuesday—Friday, 10 am—2 pm (closed Monday) 

Remember! FISH Pantry donations are the 
first Sunday of each month. Non-
perishable items may be brought in any 
Sunday and placed in the barrel in the 
narthex. 
Suggested donations are: 
Canned Soups   
Canned Vegetables    
Canned Fruit    
Canned Juices                 
Canned Meats 
(Tuna, Stews, Spam, etc.) 
Boxed Items 
(Rice, Cereal, Crackers, Mac n’ Cheese, 
etc.) 
Baby Items 
(Diapers, Formula, Canned Foods, etc.) 
Personal Hygiene Items 
(Soap, Shampoo, Toothbrushes, etc.) 

Articles for the November 2019 Lifeline need  

to be  in the office by October 28. 

There will be a limited number of  

copies of the Lifeline in the lower narthex  

at the Welcome/Visitors table if you  

want to pick one up.        

_______________ 

Please let the office  know  

of any meetings that you have  

scheduled in the church building  

so that we can maintain an  

accurate calendar and  

answer questions as folks call. 

SESSION 
Moderator: Rev. Karen Cassedy  

Clerk:  Kathleen Seewer 
Ruling Elders:  Marlene Acus, Elaine Brown, Ken Gadd, John Haynes, Bill McMillan, 

Art Myers, Troy Oliver, Jan Smith, and Diane Sondergelt  


